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Glossary	of	Malay	Terms		
adat	 	 	 Malay	customary	law	(beradat	–	one	who	‘has’	adat)		
Ahmad	Spaner	 Ahmad,	with	the	spanner	
	
akal	 	 	 reason,	or	sense			
akhlaq		 	 (Islamic)	encompassing	all	which	governs	one’s		disposition,	behaviour,	attitudes,	actions,	and	values	
	





encik	 	 	 mister	
	




latah	 	 	 Malay	cultural	elaboration	of	the	startle	reflex	involving	pathomimetic	behaviour	
	







nafsu	 	 	 desires	or	passion	(associated	with	lust)	
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1996	 2	 Rajin	Adik	Rajin,	Negara	Chekpa	Merdeka	1997	 5	 Wad	Kemalangan,	Mesti	Jadi	Punya,	Ta	Ti	Tu,	Kubu	Askar,	Tandas	Awam	1998	 5	 Gua	Tempurung,	Raya	…	Raya	…	Raya,	Ibu	MertuaMu,	Warong	60-an,	Jejak	Karun	1999	 6	 Babak	Sebabak,	Bayi	Ajaib,	Hait	Nippon	Hait	1	&	2,	Kelas	Pengacara	1	&	2	2000	 6	 Gong	Xi,	Muzium,	Pendekar	1	&	2,	Sedar	Tak	Sedar	1	&	2	
Media	Prima	


































































































































































–National	Operations	Council	(1969)		The	authority	of	the	Ministry	of	Information	and	Broadcasting	was	subsequently	centralized	and	strengthened.	All	government	mass	media	was	channelled	through	its	three	departments	–	the	Department	of	Broadcasting,	the	Department	of	Information,	and	Filem	Negara	Malaysia	(National	Film	Department	of	Malaysia)(Karthigesu	1991,	135).120	Five	objectives	were	formulated	towards	the	end	of	1969	by	then	Minister	of	Information,	Hamzah	bin	Abu	Samah.	These	were	adopted	as	the	operational	objectives	for	national	radio	and	television	network	Radio	Televisyen	Malaysia	(RTM)121	(McDaniel	1994,	84;	Karthigesu	1991,	190).	While	the	phrasing	may	differ	slightly	in	each	of	their	three	accounts,	McDaniel	(1994,	85),	Lent	(1978,	143),	and	Zaharom	&	Mustafa	(2000,	154-155)	generally	agree122	that	these	objectives	were:	1. To	explain	in	depth	and	with	the	widest	possible	coverage,	policies	and	programs	of	the	government	in	order	to	ensure	maximum	understanding	by	the	people.	2. To	stimulate	public	interest	and	opinion	in	order	to	achieve	changes	in	line	with	the	requirements	of	government.	3. To	foster	national	unity	in	our	multi-racial	society	through	the	extensive	use	of	Bahasa	Malaysia	(Malaysian	Language).		4. To	assist	in	promoting	civic	consciousness	and	in	fostering	the	development	of	Malaysian	arts	and	culture.	5. To	provide	suitable	elements	of	education,	general	information	and	entertainment.		Lent	reasoned	that	these	objectives	allowed	Malaysia	to	inoculate	itself	against	criticisms	or	controversies	that	would	divert	attention	away	from	the	state’s	supposed	focus	on	socio-economic	development	(1978,	72).	Karthigesu																																																									120	These	three	departments	are	now	under	the	purview	of	Kementerian	Komunikasi	dan	
Multimedia	Malaysia	(Ministry	of	Communications	and	Multimedia),	more	popularly	referred	to	as	KKMM	(“Jabatan/Agensi	Di	Bawah	KKMM”,	2016).	121	RTM	was	the	only	radio	and	television	network	at	the	time,	and	operated	under	the	Ministry	of	Information’s	Department	of	Broadcasting.	The	stations	operating	under	RTM	will	be	discussed	in	a	later	section	titled	‘Television	in	Malaysia’.	122	While	Lent,	McDaniel,	and	Zaharom	&	Mustafa	list	the	five	objectives	in	different	sequential	orders,	the	first	two	objectives	have	consistently	occupied	the	same	first	and	second	positions.	
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